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6.0

   PORTS & CONNECTORS 
A PC’s port can be described as system’s socket or interfaces on the motherboards that bulge out of the system case. They may also be on the cards that are attached to expansion slots on the motherboard. 

The cable of a particular device terminated with the right connector fits into the right port. In other words when ports are holes connectors will be pins and if connectors are pins ports will be holes. This creates a proper connection between systems and the external devices. 
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Fig 6.1: Ports on a PC

PS/2 (Mini DIN) Ports: They are interfaces for PS/2 connectors. The connectors are circular in shape and have six small pins. They are used to connect keyboards and mice to the PC. They keyboard PS/2 port and connector is purple in colour while that of mouse is green.

DB ports: DB ports are D-shaped or B-shaped ports. They require B-shaped or D-shaped connectors respectively. They may be serial or parallel. Examples of serial ports are game port with nine holes, and the USB.


The USB is a rectangular serial port known as Universal Serial Bus. It can be used to connect keyboards, mice, flash drives, external modems and digital cameras. Printer port is an example of a parallel port. The printer cable has a connector DB-25 male at one end and 36-pins centronics connector at the other end.  The centronics connector goes into the printer while the other end goes to the system.
RJ port: RJ is an acronym for Registered Jack. It is a plastic plug with small metal tabs. RJ-11 has two tabs, RJ-14 has four tabs and RJ-45 also known as Ethernet Networking port has 8 tabs. RJ-11 and RJ-14 are used in telephone systems.
For more on ports you can visit: www.splendidit.com/pcissues/ports
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