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5.0 DVD/CD DRIVES
DVD stands for Digital Video Disc, CD stands for compact disc and ROM is Read Only Memory while RW is Re-Writable. CDs are also used for long time storage of data like hard disks. CD/DVD drives can be ROM or RW. 

Re-writable drives can erase the content of a re-writable CD and change it to a desired content but a ROM drive can only read the content of either a ROM/rewritable CD or DVD. 
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Fig 5.1: DVD and CD drives and disks.

The maximum data capacity of a CD is 650MB while DVDs can hold up to 4.37GB of data if it is a single layer and 8.5GB of data if it is a double layer DVD. DVDs are used instead of CD ROMs where data needed to be transferred exceeds 650MB.
For more information, visit www.splendidit.com/pcissues
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